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Public Hearing M nutes

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Do you have anything, Mchele, that you w sh

to share with the array before we begin?

BY M. CGREIG

Cood eveni ng, everyone. M nane is Mchele
Geig. |I'mthe planner to the Town of Red
Hook. The Town Board tonight will be holding
two conbi ned public hearings on Local Law C
and Local Law D of 2011 which consists of
amendnments to the Zoni ng Law and subdi vi si on
regul ations to inplenent the Centers in
Greenspaces Plan. The Town Cerk is going to
read a full description of the action in a
nmonent, so |'mnot going to repeat that here.
The proposed action has been analysed in a
Draft Generic Environnmental |npact Statenent
that was deened to be conplete by the Town
Board on May 11, 2010, and it's al so been
subject to a Final Environmental | npact

St at ement which was deened conpl ete by the
Board on February 23, 2011, and these
docunents provi de an extensive analysis of the
potential environmental inmpact on both the

proposed action and the existing zoning and
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Public Hearing M nutes
the nunber of alternatives to the proposed
action. Now, sone revisions have been made
and we have a copy, a printout here of the
outline of the amendnents, the revisions that
have been nmade to earlier local laws. | can
pass this around. Sone of you are famliar
with these already. The two bi ggest changes
are the selection of two of the alternatives
fromthe Draft Generic Environmental |npact
Statenment. One of the alternatives wll
replace the sliding scale in the Agricultura
Busi ness District, the sliding density scale,
with the density calculation at one dwelling
and it's for ten acres for the limted
devel opnent option. The second alternative
that's been selected is to add another option
to the Agricultural Business District, a
conventional 40 acre mininumlot size option
for parcels that are 100 acres and greater in
size as of the date of adoption of the Local
Law. Al the additional revisions are
relatively less inmportant and listed on this
handout that was passed around. Just in

summary, the DA S determ ned that the current
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Public Hearing M nutes
zoning would allow for the construction of
approxi mately 3,600 additional hones in the
Town. |In conparison, the proposed action has
been nodified and woul d reduce that nunber to
approxi mately 1,400 hones. So the proposed
action would result in significantly |ess
traffic and | ess of a tax burden on | oca
resi dents than build out under the current
zoni ng anongst a nunmber of other inpacts that

have been studied in the EIS. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

I nasnmuch as it is 7:45, | would entertain a

noti on to open the public hearing.
BY MR CCLGAN
So noved
THE SUPERVI SOR:
Second?
BY M5. STRAW NSKI
Second.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
Al in favor?
THE BQOARD:
Aye.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service,
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Public Hearing M nutes
Sue, woul d you read the notice of the hearing,

pl ease.

THE TOMWN CLERK:

"Notice of Public Hearings Town of Red Hook.

Pl ease take notice that a public hearing wll
be held by the Town Board of the Town of Red
Hook on June 22, 2011 at 7:45 local tinme at
the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook,
New York 12571, to hear all interested persons
on Local Law No. C (proposed) of 2011
entitled, "A local |aw anmendi ng Chapter 143
entitled ZONI NG and Chapter 120 entitled
SUBDI VI SI ON OF LAND of the Code of the Town of
Red Hook. A prior version of the proposed |aw
was introduced as Local Law 2 (proposed) of
2010, but has been revised in response to
coments and reintroduced as Local Law C
(Proposed) of 2010. The proposed anendnents
woul d create two new zoning districts (the
Agricul tural Business District and the
Tradi ti onal Nei ghborhood Devel opnent

District), replace the Town's existing cluster
regul ations with provisions for conservation

subdi vi si ons, and woul d add a new secti on on
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Public Hearing M nutes
open space incentive zoning, in addition to
ot her incidental changes necessitated by these
anendnents. | n order to encourage
vill age-scal e density within the Traditiona
Nei ghbor hood Devel oprent District the | aw
elimnates the density bonus for provision of
central water in the RL and R1.5 Districts.
The proposed anendnents woul d apply town-w de.
Pl ease take further notice that a public
hearing will be held by the Town Board of the
Town of Red Hook on June 22, 2011 at 7:45 P.M
Local tinme, at Town Hall, 7340 Sout h Broadway,
New York 12571, to hear all interested persons
on Local Law No. D of 2011 (Proposed) entitled
"Alocal law to anmend Section 143-7 entitled
Zoning District Map of the Code of the Town of
Red Hook to adopt the revised Zoning District
Map." A prior version of the proposed | aw was
i ntroduced as Local Law 3 (Proposed) of 2010,
but has been revised in response to coments
and reintroduced as Local Law D (Proposed) of
2011. The proposed amendnents woul d anend t he
zoning nap to create two new zoning districts

(the Agricultural Business District and the
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Public Hearing M nutes
Tradi ti onal Nei ghborhood Devel opnent District)
in addition to other incidental zoning nmap
amendnments. The followi ng parcels have been
additionally proposed for inclusion in the
Agricul tural Business District:
134889- 6382- 00- 962753- 0000;
134889- 6372-00-970678- 0000;
134889- 6372- 00- 079357- 0000;
134889- 6382- 00- 132359- 0000;
134889- 6372- 00- 054274- 0000;
134889- 6372- 00- 053240- 0000.
The foll owi ng parcel has been taken out of the
proposed Agricultural Business District to
remain as currently zoned:
134889- 6372- 00- 472345- 0000.
The Town has previously determ ned that
adoption of the Local Laws constitutes a Type
| action under the State Environnental Quality
Revi ew Act, and has prepared a Ceneric
Envi ronmental | npact Statement with respect to
this matter. Al interested persons will be
gi ven an opportunity to be heard in person or
by directing coments in witing to the Town

Board, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook, New York
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Public Hearing M nutes
12571. Al reasonabl e accommpdations will be
made for persons with disabilities. 1In such a
case, please notify the Town Cerk in advance
at the above address or by phone 845-758-4606
so that arrangements can be nmade. Copies of
sai d proposed Local Laws are available for
review at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway,
Red Hook, New York 12571. Copies of the | aws
will also be nade avail able at the Red Hook
Public Library and the Tivoli Free Library and
on the Town's website at www. redhook.org. By
order of the Town Board of the Town of Red
Hook, dated June 1, 2011, Sue McCann, Town
Cerk, Town of Red Hook." And these notices
were published in the official Town
newspapers, the Poughkeepsie Journal, the

Daily Freeman on June 6th of 2011

THE SUPERVI SOR

Thank you, Susan

THE TOMWN CLERK:

You' re wel cone.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Is there a protocol to read the referrals from

the County Pl anning before we begin or does it
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matter?

BY Ms. POLI DORO

There's no protocol, but perhaps the public

woul d I'i ke to hear what they say.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Then | think | will go ahead and do that. As
you know, we referred the action to the

Dut chess County Pl anni ng, and our Red Hook

Pl anni ng Departnent and the foll ow ng was
recei ved on June 21st, yesterday, by the Town
Board and the Town Supervisor: "Referral
nunber 11-222, Local Law C and D, Amend

Zoni ng/ Map, Subdi vi sion regul ati ons. The

Dut chess County Departnment of Pl anning and
Devel opnent has revi ewed the subject referral
within the framework of General Municipal Law
(Article 12B, Sections 239-1 and 239-m.

After considering the proposed action in the
context of countyw de and i ntermnuni ci pal
factors, the Departnent finds that the Board's
deci sion involves a matter of some concern and
of fers the foll ow ng conments.

Action

Local Law amendi ng ZONI NG and SUBDI VI SI ON OF

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes
LAND chapters including a new Agricultura
Busi ness District, new Traditiona
Nei ghbor hood Devel opnent Districts, provisions
for conservation subdivisions, and an
i ncentive zoning section.
Comrent s
Qur Departnment has previously stated its
support for the Centers and Greenspaces Pl an
proposed by the internunicipal Task Force and
for new regulations that would inplenent the
plan. This revised proposal represents the
Town Board's determined efforts to address the
i ssues raised by Red Hook residents
participating in the extensive public review
process. During the course of nultiple
neetings farmers and key | andowners identified
seven areas of particular concern. To the
credit of these | andowners, Town Board, and
Task Force nenbers, conprom ses have been
negoti ated regarding all seven issues, a
significant achi evenent. Proposed revisions
i ncl ude:
- Eli m nati ng the unbuil dabl e acreage from

the density calculation in the

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes
Agricul tural Business District;

- Reducing the original 16 to 20 acre
sliding scale minimumlot size to 10
acr es;

- Including a 40 acre sinmple farm scal e
subdi vi sion option for large farns; and

- Limting the maxi mum overall density of
the TND, the Traditional Neighborhood
Devel opnent, to 300 units.

Al t hough conprom se may not be entirely

satisfactory to all parties concerned a good

faith effort has been made by Town officials
and | andowners to resolve differences in as
equi tabl e a manner as possible in the interest
of realizing the Town's goals. W fee
strongly that the proposed zoning anendnents
will protect an extraordinary working

| andscape, expand the options of the Town's

farnmers and support the vitality of the

Village and its surrounding residential and

conmer ci al nei ghborhoods. W congratul ate the

Town on its dedication and urge the Board to

support these anmendnents and the Centers and

G eenspaces Pl an.

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes

Recomendat i onThe Depart nment
recomends that the Board rely upon its own
study of the facts in the case with due
consi deration of the above comments.” It is
signed, Kealy Sal onon, Comm ssioner of
Pl anni ng and Noel a Hooper, Senior Pl anner.
think 1'd Iike now, if we could, unless
soneone has anything else that they'd like to
read, to start. Let's start with the first
signee, and | believe it is Paul Fredericks.

Paul ?

BY MR FREDERI CKS:

Cood eveni ng, Sue.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Good eveni ng.

BY MR FREDERI CKS:

And the Board. M nane is Paul Fredericks.
live in the Village of Red Hook on the corner
of Church and Fraleigh Street. A few years
ago the Town of Red Hook and its citizens
approved a 3.5 mllion dollar bond which would
be used on a 50/50 basis with other

partici pants to purchase devel opnent rights

elimnating housing units with the result of

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes
savi ng open space and with no | arge increase
in the real estate taxes. The only burden
woul d have been in the taxes to pay back the
3.5 mllion dollar bond. Since then the
i nternmuni ci pal task force proposed a nunber of
zoni ng anendnents all of which woul d
approximately elimnate 1,500 new dwelling
units fromthe existing build out of 3,588.
M chele is now saying it's 2,000, but I'Ill
stick with the 1,500 because that's ny
conputation. M estimate is that the 1,500
new i ndi vidual units would require sites
costing an average of $100,000 for a total of
$15, 000, 000. This loss of potential sales
woul d be absorbed by those who own land in the
proposed Agricultural Business District.
Following, I will pose some questions: One,
has a study been considered on who's absorbing
this potential loss in land sales; two, did it
only affect farners and investors with |arge
| andhol dings in a newy proposed Agricultura
Busi ness District; three, doesn't it also
i nclude friends and nei ghbors with snaller

parcel s especially those with 19 acres or |ess

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes
in the same proposed district; four, what
percent age of the above, the people living in
that district were depending on these future
| and sales for retirenent, college funds,
increase in real estate taxes, etc.; five, how
many were just contenplating a land gift to a
child? Wether you live in the Village or on
smal |l parcels this, at first glance, appeared
to be a solution to preserve open space.
However, on further reflection | do not fee
confortabl e inposing the full financial burden
on the few peopl e above in the business
district. W have taken what should be a
conmuni ty concern such as the PDR Program
and, instead, the task force is proposing the
taki ng of devel opnent rights without
conpensation from sone of those who own
property in the proposed Agricultural Business
District. M reflexion is that there nust be

a better way to do this. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, M. Fredericks. The next speaker

is Patrick Kelly, please.

BY MR KELLY:

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Is it okay if | do it fromback here?

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Certainly.

BY MR KELLY:

Patrick Kelly, Od Post Road in Upper Red
Hook. The Centers in Greenspaces Plan has
been years in the naking now, countless

vol unteers across party |lines have put in
thousands of hours by now. They've brought
the efforts -- (I NAUDIBLE) -- that bal ances
the needs of everyone in this Town. You'l

see less residential devel opment reduced by as
much as 50 percent in coming years so that we
don't have the kind of suburban sprawl as seen
in places like Long Island. That means that
the honmes that are built are going to be close
to our Village center where they can support
our |ocal businesses. Farners, people who
have agricultural land in general will have
nore busi ness options so that they can keep
that as a working | andscape, and in ny mnd
the sumtotal of that is that years and years
fromnow nmy children will be able to enjoy the

same quality of life in this Towm as | was

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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able to enjoy growing up here. It's not a
perfect plan necessarily for everybody and
there's certainly going to be di sagreenents
over anything this size, but there's been a
| ot of conmpronise to get it to this point and
| hope that it passes in the sane bipartizan
way that it was witten. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR
Thank you, M. Kelly. The next speaker is Al
Trezza, please

BY MR TREZZA:
Sue, I'll pass at this tine. | may speak
later. 1'mnot sure.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

The next speaker is Brenda Cagle, please.

BY M5. CAGLE
|"'mBrenda Cagle. | live at 11 Church Street
Extension, and | just have a brief statenent

as Chairperson of the Conservation Advisory
Council. The CAC would like to express it's
support for the Centers in G eenspaces Pl an
The proposed changes reflect the ideas
expressed in our Town's planni ng docunents;

the I and use work documents, the Conprehensive

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes
Pl an and Open Space Plan. And in all of these
docunents the top planning priority was to
protect farm and while directing devel opnent
to areas near the existing centers. The
Centers in Greenspaces Plan puts into place
the neans to carry out this directive, and
thank you to everybody who's been working on
this for 78 nonths especially the task force,
the Town Board nmenbers, the Supervisor,
Greenpl an, and al so to those | andowners who
are nost affected by this proposal and who
of f ered suggestions and accepted conproni ses.

Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you. The next speaker is Jim Geig,

pl ease.

BY MR CREIG

| am Chief Warrant O ficer Il, JimGeig. |
amat a bit of a disadvantage here. Many of
you know who I am | only know Bill O Neil
and anybody whose nane is, Geig, in the room
If I could, Madam Supervisor, if | could
request a little extra tinme because this is ny

first opportunity to address this forum on

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Public Hearing M nutes
this entire topic, and I own 170 or a 169
acres of land that is affected by this south
of Rockefeller Lane and |I'm bordered to the
south by the G andnmour nei ghborhood. So if

could just get a couple of extra minutes.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Let's see how it goes.

BY MR GREIG

So | spend ny sumers in this area. | didn't
grow up here. | spent a lot of time grow ng
up in the Mdwest, but no natter where we
noved | always | ooked at Red Hook as sort of
ny ultimte hone because this was where ny
famly was, and |'ve always | ooked at maybe
one day | could retire here and that has been
ny plan when | retire fromthe mlitary to
cone here and if |I can make a go farm ng,

will. If I can find another business then
"Il do that. A lot of what | know about this
area cones fromlistening to ny grandfather
speak to ne about how nmuch he | oved this Town.
He | oved the I and, and he taught us all in the
famly to be good stewards of the |land and to

make sure that we nmmintained the value of it
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(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

Public Hearing M nutes
in all respects, its value as farmand -- we
have sone excellent farmand -- but also its
value, it's intrinsic value on every |evel and
to be good stewards, and over the years ny
fam |y has been responsible for keeping a | ot
of the land out of the hands of the
devel opers. | don't know if you all are
familiar with the soccer fields, so | own
that. That piece of |and was going to be
devel oped a nunber of years ago and ny uncle
bought it instead of the devel oper so the
devel oper couldn't turn it into houses, and,
in fact, when ny uncle went into bankruptcy ny
father and the rest of the fam |y banded
together and spent a |lot of noney, nillions of
dollars, to out bid devel opers from Dutchess
County and outside Dutchess County, so,
bel i eve that we have really done on our own
what the Town is hoping to acconplish through
all of this stacks of legislation that's
proposed. |'mhoping it's not a foregone
conclusion. | know that this forumis to vote
on the anendnents with the goal of passing

this. | read through all of this, and | spent
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alot of time reading through all of this, and
| cannot see how this is anything other than a
| ot of people using their franchise to take
from sonebody el se, and |I'mjust going to go
through sorme of the benefits of the
Agricultural Business District and the Centers
for Greenspaces proposal because | read
through this and | really didn't quite
understand a lot of it. The idea that in here
in the protection of critical mass of farm and
that rural zoning, large |lots zoning, doesn't
give farmers choices just didn't ring true to
ne, and it states in here actually, it
actually takes fromfarners the choi ce of
farm ng over long termleaving themultinmtely
the choice of developing. | think that nost
of the farmers in this area, nyself, Ken
Mgliorelli, I think we've proven that that's
not necessarily the case, and, in fact, the
devel opnent val ue of the land is what allows
farners to continue farmng. | renenber ny
grandfather telling ne of a couple of years
wher e everything conspired agai nst him The

weat her was bad, commodity markets were bad,
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what little crops he had were worth al nost
not hi ng, and all he had were expenses goi ng
out and no incone conming in, and he went to
the bank and he said give nme some noney so
that | can nmake it through another year and
they | ooked at the value of his |and and they
sai d okay, we're going to |l oan you some noney,
and so he was able to continue production and
keep farm ng and pay it back when the crops
were good. | don't think this is a unique
experience. | think this happened a nunber of
times over the course of ny grandfather's
career and my uncle's career farmng, and |I'm
sure that there are other farnmers in the room
that probably agree with nme, but that's the
case. So having an underlying value of the
land to fall back on in bad times | think is
critical to a farner's ability to stay in
busi ness, and this line in here, this
agricultural zoning, this idea that
agricultural zoning does not reduce a farner's
ability to secure farmloans as such | oans are
based on denpnstrated productivity of the | and

involved. | can't imagine that was ever true,
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and in this day and age in the current banking
environnent | guarantee no small business is
getting | oans based on their revenue stream
They're getting | oans based on the val ue of
the hard assets that they hold. | tried to
open a small business with sone friends down
in Maryland and we ran into huge problens with
funding. So that may have been true at one
time, but I don't think that in this day and
age since the financial crisis that that
statenent is at all true anynore. | think if
you take away the intrinsic value of the |and
you wi Il doom farnmers from being able to get
fi nanci ng when the years are bad. This whole
thi ng about greater opportunities for the
diversification of farmng, | think that the
Greig farm pi oneered busi nesses that woul d
pronpbte tourismto the area. M grandfather
pi oneered, pick your owmn. | don't know if he
was the first guy to ever do it, but |I know
he's the first guy in the area to do it.
We've got the farmmarket. W have a w nery
that we rent out on our farm a nursery that

we have on the farm These are all the sorts
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of businesses that you're saying are greater
opportunity, so I'mnot quite sure how
of fering greater opportunities what we woul d
do with that. 1 don't know where we could go
fromhere, nmaybe open a 2,000 square foot bed
and breakfast as | saw in one of these
proposals. | don't know who would stay in
sonething that small. So | | ook through this
and | question how this has been done in a
fair fashion and I look at -- just this
statenment here, nunber five, "Agricultura
zoning is legitimate, |legal, and conmmon use in
many states." So, soldiers, we tend to be
fairly conservative, and probably nore
libertarian than conservative because we spend
a nunber of years giving up our rights. As
nmy drill sergeant said, "You're here to defend
denocracy not to practice it, get down and
push.” So when | explained this, what was
going on, to sone of ny friends their reaction
was shock. They were shocked that a
muni ci pality, that any governnment could go
this far and destroy the value of ny

I andhol di ngs. They didn't think that it could
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happen in this country. They were anmazed, as
aml. | drove up here. | broke one of ny
cardinal rules. | never use -- ny weekend --
nmy tine with ny wife is sacrosanct. Wen |I'm
not deployed nmy wife and | spend all of our
time together. W don't do separate things.
We don't take separate vacations. | never use

| eave for sonething that doesn't include her.

Wll, herel am | drove five and a half
hours at a speed that -- | probably shoul dn't
have said five and a half hours. | drove six

and half hours to get here so that | could
cone and try to stop what | believe to be
something that is patently unfair to ne, to
the rest of ny famly, to a |lot of other

| andhol ders that are affected by this, and it
seens to be done in a, even thought it says
that the Ag District was carefully crafted,
read through the criteria for choosing the
land and | said, okay, well that kind of makes
sense. | see how we end up being high
priority. By the way, mne is the highest
priority piece of property on that entire map.

| just thought I'd throw that one out there.
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And | saw al so anot her vague statenent that,
"The criteria were chosen and they were
consistent with the norns of howthis is

done, " but that doesn't mean that they weren't
necessarily cherry picked, and | don't know
that that happened. |I'mjust saying that it

| ooks awfully fishy. You know, as a soldier
we have to be very careful about sticking to
the not just to the letter of the |aw and
adhering to all laws, regulations and

gui del i nes, but we have to be very careful to
not even give the appearance of inpropriety
when we do sonething and this -- when | | ook
at the maps it | ooks |like sone | andowners were
very generously benefitted by being able to
devel op much nore on their |and and ot her

| andowners are being very, very severely hit
by this legislation, and | don't know what the
notivations for that are, but they don't | ook
good. 1'd also like to talk about this idea
that agricultural zoning stabilizes the tax
base, and this has been a thing that's been
brought up a couple of tinmes in here. | saw

in here in sone of these other docunents that
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farm and use is about 36 or 37 cents of
services for every dollar in taxes they pay,
and one of the things that it says in here is
that nost new residential devel opment does not
pay its own way -- and it doesn't have it in
here. Mchele will probably have the nunbers
-- but it's probably, what, in the order of
$1.30, $1.40, $1.50 in services for every
dollar in tax revenues, aml in the right
bal | park? Well, what this fails to state is
that that's not the sort of -- | mean -- this
says nost residential devel opment doesn't pay
its own way. | find that hard to believe that
if you took a hundred acre lot and turned it
into ten large estates and put | arge mansi ons
on themthat |'mpretty sure it would be
pretty easy to sell it to sonebody from
Manhattan who's got |ots nore noney than they
know what to do with and would do that.
What's that going to generate, couple $2, $3,
$400, 000 a year in taxes off that 100 acres,
but if instead you do -- we're tal king about
in here which is where you're left with 80

acres of farm and and 20 acres to devel op 20
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houses on, no. Excuse me. 20 acres to
devel op ten houses on you got |ess than two
acre lots by the tinme you add in the streets
and everything like that, and just |ook at the
horme prices around here that's somewhere
bet ween $250, 000 to $400, 000 so what's that
generate, $50, $175, $100,000 in tax revenues.
So the very sort of devel opnent that this plan
promotes is actually going to reduce the
potential taxes that would cone to the Town
conpared to the services. So you're going to
add ten houses that are each going to use
$1.50 in services for every dollar in taxes
they pay and instead, | nean, that's the
alternative as opposed to addi ng ten houses
that generate ten tinmes that anount in tax
revenues, so | just don't think that this -- |
don't know how anybody could look at this with
a straight face and say that this isn't
witten with a definite point of view towards
a-- | don't know. You have to love the
poverty that Europeans live in to like this
plan, and that's the way they live. M wife

is German. We spent three years living there.
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Al of our friends lived in these beautiful
little villages surrounded by farm and.
You' ve got families of four, mechanics,
bakers, living in 4,500 square foot and that's
the ideal that everybody wants to aspire to.
You know what, they hate it. It's a |eftover
fromthe Feudal system and the | and barons
forcing people to live as surfs, and | just
don't think that that's really the way we want
to go in this country, and | definitely don't
want to go that way in this Tomn. MW wfe
| oves this area and she is so | ooking forward
to retiring here, building a house on that
pi ece of land just north of the G andmour
nei ghbor hood. There's a nice spot there with
a view of the Catskills. So when | read
through all of the zoning proposals and all of
the land siting proposals | had to tell her if
all this passes we're not going to be able to
build a house there and she was pretty upset
by that. | told her we'd have to build it off
in a corner where you didn't have views of the
nount ai ns and where you didn't have easy

access to the pond there for the dogs to swim
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in, and she thought well, what's the point,
and the other thing is is that if I want to
nove to this area there aren't a whole | ot of
econom ¢ opportunities in this area, there
just aren't. |If you own a snall business and
if you come here with a | ot of nbney you can
make your way, you can open up a business and
do whatever, but if | conme here | would have
to cone here with the idea of farmng, and
ook at this and | don't see how | can nmake
farming a viable business if this proposa
goes through, and ironically | think what
happens is if you pass this you're going to
find fewer and fewer second, third, fourth
generation farmfanilies being able to afford
to stay here to farm They're going to have
to sell out, and, in fact, they're going to
have to take what |ittle devel opnment is
aut hori zed under this plan and devel op | and
that they woul dn't have ot herw se devel oped.
I nst ead of keeping that 100 acres as farni and
they're going to say oh, my gosh, if | don't
build those ten houses now they're going to

have regul ation creep and | won't ever be able
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to do it and you're going to have a rush to
devel op those lands, and | really think that

this is counter to all of the ideals that you

have put into it. | would just |ike one
second to close. | was in a neeting about two
nonths ago. It was a quarterly project

review, Lieutenant General Koziol. He was

reviewi ng a $300, 000, 000 programthat had been
in the works for two years. It was only
neeting about 80 percent of its stated goals,
but it was an upgrade to an existing system
and because it was only neeting 80 percent of
its stated goals it really wasn't that big
enough of an upgrade to justify further
expense, and the cost of fielding it and the
negative cost associated with putting a new
systemout in the field, so this Col onel who's
in charge of this programis sitting there
saying | just need another $12,000,000. W've
al ready spent $300, 000, 000. For $12, 000, 000
can deliver it to you, General, and he said
you know what, it doesn't matter that we've
spent two years and $300, 000, 000 doing this.

The program doesn't do what it was designed to
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do and it's a bad program and we need to kil
it, and he had the authority to do it and that
was that. | would ask that before you start
thi nki ng that you've put so nmuch tinme and
effort into this programand into this
proposal, and you' ve spent so nmuch noney --
it's got to be a half mllion by now from what
| understand -- that instead of saying we have
to do it otherwise all this was wasted naybe
you shoul d step back and say we should vote on
the nerits of this. Is it really good for Red
Hook, is it really good for the people of Red
Hook, and is it really fair. | nean, |'mnot
sure, but it looks to ne |ike what you want is
sone idealized idea of what rural life is with
farm markets and wineries and the |arge
rolling fields dotted with horses, some sort
or rural Epcot Center. Well, if you want to
build a rural Epcot Center that's a tourist
spot for people from Manhattan then buy ny
land and turn around and rent it to farmers
and you can determ ne what's grown there and
how it's used conpletely because you'll own

the land. This proposal has a |lot of theories
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about how it may or nmay not work out for ne,
and, unfortunately, the Board and the Town
doesn't bear any of the economic risks if
these theories don't bear out. I, my famly,
and the rest of the | andowners here bear 100
percent of the economic risk if these theories

don't pan out as stated. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, M. Geig. The next speaker is
Robert Geig.

GREl G

M ss Chai rman, nenbers of the Board, thank you
for the opportunity to be heard. | think

only have one point and the point is actually
a point that was nade very, very forcefully by
a prior nenber of this Board, and the point
was if you want to sell your devel opnent
rights you mssed your chance. You m ssed
your chance because we're going to destroy the
val ue of those devel opnment rights, and let ne
tell you what the inplication of this is. M
father bought the farm the first part of the
farm 65 years ago. |It's been added to since.

It's been added to since fromthe revenues of

T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

34

Public Hearing M nutes
agriculture not sonmething else. There hasn't
been a single parcel subdivided or sold off
the farm not one, and in ternms of
devel opnent, let ne tell you a story;
bui | di ngs have been taken down not put up.
"Il give you an illustration. There was an
old building on the property and ny father
hooked up a tractor to it to pull it down. By
the way, my father worked every norning
m | king cows and he had a cat naned, Ronald,
and the cat was trained to hunt mce and they
kept the cat hungry, and the cat was very good
at hunting mce because the cat was hungry.
So when he pulled down this building suddenly
m ce were runni ng everywhere and Ronal d cane
rushing in put one nouse in his nouth, one in
his right paw, one in his left paw and | ooked
around at all the other mice running around,
and if | read through this proposal there are
dozens of provisions which individually and in
aggregat e destroy the value of the devel opnent
rights. W mssed the chance, but you know
what, we were fortunate. W didn't need to

sell the devel opment rights. W reached into

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

Public Hearing M nutes
our pockets and bid agai nst devel opers and
kept the land out of the hands of devel opers
and we' ve done this for years, and years, and
years, and the land is going to be transferred
to children and grandchil dren, and they've
been trained to be stewards of the |and and
maybe they' Il be fortunate. Maybe they'l
have | ots of nobney and naybe they won't need
to sell devel oprment rights, but maybe they
will, and what do you sell devel opnent rights
to do, to pay taxes and to keep the land and
to be good stewards of the land. M one point
is this proposal is like Ronald the cat. It
has teeth. It has claws and every one of
those teeth and cl aws destroys a portion of
the val ue of those devel opnent rights and if
you destroy that value you will inevitably
create, not today, not tonorrow, but soneday a
ci rcunst ance where the famly can no | onger be
good stewards of the land, it has to be sold,
and | don't think anyone will benefit from
that. At the risk of being alittle bit
personal , there have been devel opnents on the

Geig farm One of the things my father nopst
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enj oyed was being a nenber of this Board.
hope sone of you enjoyed having himhere. He
had a rmuch better sense of hunor than | have
and | enjoyed it, and one of the devel opnents
is that his ashes are spread on a portion of
this farm M sister, Carolyn's, ashes wll
be spread on a portion of this farm Cod
willing there won't be so nmany nore ashes so
qui ckly, but sooner or later as someone told
nme we're all future dead people. But if you
think you're hel ping preserve farm and for
your children or grandchildren | submit you're
doi ng just the opposite. Wth apol ogies,

t hank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY MS

Mar y

Thank you, M. Greig. The next speaker is
Rosemari e Zengen.

ZENGEN:

Hello. M nane is Rosenarie Zengen, and

live at 7310 South Broadway in the beautiful
Town of Red Hook, New York. | am adamantly
opposed to the proposed zoni ng amendnents and
so are ny neighbors. Before | continue

would like to ask this Board to think about
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and consider the followi ng addresses: 14 East
Mar ket Street; 7484 South Broadway; 7508 North
Br oadway; 6B Tobacco Lane; 4A Tobacco Lane;
7509 North Broadway; 31 East Market Street;
7496 South Broadway; 7568 North Broadway; 7483
Sout h Broadway; 7505 North Broadway; 24 East
Market Street. | could go on and on, |adies
and gentl enen, but these are just a few of the
store fronts, a few of the store fronts that
are enpty in the Village of Red Hook right
now. The proposed decentralization will be
the deat hnel of our Village and our Town, and
if you think | stand here in opposition al one
let me introduce this petition. "To the
attention of the Red Hook Town Board: W the
undersi gned are submtting this petition in
opposition to the decentralization of the
Village Center as prescribed in the proposed
Zoning Code. W will not vote for or support
any menber of this Red Hook Town Board who
votes for the proposed zoning." There are 30
signatures of present and past business owners
who al so are opposed to this zoning.

gat hered these signatures within two hours,
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| adi es and gentl emen of the Board. Not one
person | asked to sign it refused. They fee
the zoni ng anmendnents are not only elitist,
but quite possibly unconstitutional. Madam
Supervi sor, may | approach the dais to present

this petition to you?

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MS.

Yes. Pl ease cone forward.
ZENGEN:

Thank you for your tinme.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MS.

Mar y

Thank you, M ss Zengen. The next speaker is
Li nda Keeling, please.

KEELI NG

My name is Linda Keeling, and |I'm a candi date
running for the Town Board on the Town's

i ndependent line. 1In regards to Rosemarie
Zengen's coments about the nunber of
signatures she garnered, may | renmi nd you that
in the past two el ections these el ections were
won by | ess than one-third of the signatures
on her petition. Regarding the FGEIS, conment
nunber 18, light industrial district, the

proposed district would permt a 20 percent
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buil ding cover. This is a 400 percent
i ncrease which will renove a vast anount of
trees on this property thereby inpacting soi
run off from erosion, decreased air quality
and forever change the bio diversity of the
existing flora and fauna. It further states,
"The district is in close proxinmty to
conmunity water and proposed conmunity sewer,
infrastructure required by such uses." The
recent April 2011 referendum voted down the
proposed sewer district by a two to one nmargin
by the businesses and residents, therefore,
your percentage of coverage should be greatly
reduced back to the current RD3 stated at the
five percent allowed. Concerning the traffic
probl ens commented on the FGEI'S, have you
tried to get out of Fire House Lane, Metzger
Road, O d Farm Road, Rhi nebeck Savi ngs Bank
and even Ms. Zengen's driveway during the
early nmorning or late afternoon. Stating that
addi ng 300 nmore dwellings will have no inpact
on traffic is a msstatenent and m sl eadi ng.
Let's be reasonable, and, also, please |eave

the public hearing open for further comments.
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Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, Mss Keely. The next speaker is
Ri chard Bi ezynski, please

Bl EZYNSKI :

My nane is Richard Biezynski, Northland Farms,
Tivoli. 1've got to commrend JimGeig for
stating in probably a short period of tine
what | was tal king about for, | don't know,
four years, six years it seenms like. Very
good. He summed it up exactly. But, anyway,
I"mhere to tal k about three itens. One is
the seven percent coverage on the properties.
| hope that agricultural buildings are exenpt
fromthat because | might be at seven percent
right now, and farmng's going to change, and
the greenhouses -- it has to be exenpt. | can
understand the seven percent wth houses or
all the little extra things we're allowed to
do. The other thing is on the item where we
di scuss the 100 acres, and in there naybe the
math is done differently. | think we're all
on the sane page, but the idea of that 100

acre exanple was that 20 percent which woul d
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have been 20 acres woul d have been where the
ten units would have been or the eight units
and then you could have two 40 acre parcels.
So if you do it the way you explain it where
it's 100 acres and you take away the 40 acres
then you're left with 60 acres and 20 percent
of that gives you 12 acres, now, we reduce
those I ot sizes which | really don't want to
see. The sticker is the nunber on ny case is
three, but it's where we do the conservation
subdivision, | believe, where the Pl anning
Board can require in any district, and | don't
want them -- because there's a list of things
that you must protect to use that as a tool to
reduce the nunber in the AB District, so you
could put in itemnunber four on the bottom of
that page, | think it was 72, you could put
the application or use of the conservation
subdi vi si on regul ation shall not reduce the
nunber of permitted lots available to the
appl i cant under the density required of the AB
District. So | never want to see the Board
using that as a tool saying that you only have

one acre of rock out crop and you can't put
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the houses on it. It's a sinple thing.
think we're all in agreenent on it, but | just
want it stated, checks and bal ances. Thank

you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, M. Biezynski. The next speaker is

Ji m St agus, pl ease.

STAGUS:
I"m Jim Stagus, Upper Red Hook, and | have the
farmmarket. | have sonme property up there.

| was really glad to hear the Geigs speak
toni ght because | was really noved by what he
had to say. One of the houses they took down
was my grandfather's house because they owned
the property that was my grandfather's, so

we' ve been around a long tinme, the Geigs and
I. W have kept the | and out of devel opers
hands, himnore so than ne or themnore so
than me. But | would just like to say that ny
dad canme here from G eece. He slept on a park
bench in New York. He cane to Red Hook and he
started a little business up on Route 9 which
grew and he was able to prosper, build a

house, raise a famly, and becone a good
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busi nessman in this Town. | don't think that
that's possible anynore under this proposed
Zoning Law. | think that it's so difficult to
try to do anything, especially with this |aw,
that no one's even going to attenpt it. |
| ook at this lawas -- | listened to this
sol dier who fights for our rights and our
freedons telling you that it's not the right
thing to do, and | don't know how you can't
hear hi m saying that, and his cohorts and the
people he's in the mlitary with are saying
the sane thing. Wat are you doing? You
know, it smacks of socialism So all | can
say is you better really think about this
bef ore you decide to pass it. Think about
what he's telling you and then make a deci sion
based on what this country really stands for;
freedom and the right to becone sonething.

Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Stagus. The next speaker is

Mark W1 donger, please.

BY MR W LDONGER

| have a copy of my statenment if | may | eave
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it. "Good evening. M nane is Mark
W donger, and I'ma planner with Scenic
Hudson. Sceni ¢ Hudson supports the amendnents
to the Zoni ng Code and subdi vi sion of |and
chapters. W feel the anmendnents strike a
heal t hy bal ance between conservati on of
farm and and open space and all owi ng for
devel opnent in the appropriate areas. In
addition, the plan makes w se use of mandates
requi red of applicants while also building in
reasonable flexibilities that encourage
creative devel opnment design that acconplishes
the goal of guiding devel opnent into the
appropriate places and conserving i nmportant
farm and and open space resources. Scenic
Hudson agrees that the nenu of options for
devel opnent potential presented in the
Agricultural Business District will protect
the | andscape that gives Red Hook its
character and still provide | andowners a
reasonable return on their investnment. As we
have stated in a prior letter, while we have
m sgi vi ngs about any such exenptions fromthe

required farmplan in the 40 acre option, we
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respect the comunity and Town Board for
conprom sing on a solution. Scenic Hudson
strongly supports the Traditional Nei ghborhood
Devel opnent District amendnent. The
Tradi ti onal Nei ghborhood Devel opnent District
is very thorough in that the purpose and
intent of the district is clearly stated al ong
with specific design standards conplete with
illustrations which should result in the type
of devel opnent prescribed in the Conprehensive
Plan. This center oriented devel opnment wl|l
al so hel p accommpdate any over flow fromthe
Village by creating a seanl ess extension that
mai ntains the feel of traditional
pedestrian-friendly main streets with
bui | di ngs cl ose to the sidewal k, parking on
street and behind buil di ngs and reduced
setbacks. Creating a wal kabl e mi x of
commer ci al and residential properties adjacent
to the Village will allow for devel opnent when
the market is ready. Scenic Hudson supports
the provision for conservation subdivi sion
devel opnent and open space incentive zoning as

sound techniques to allow for flexibility in
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devel opnent design and the protection of open
space resources such as working farm and,
scenic views and natural resources. In
concl usi on, Sceni ¢ Hudson supports the
proposed zoni ng and subdi vi si on of |and
anendnments. W appl aud the Town and residents
for working collaboratively to devel op a code
that bal ances creative devel opnent and
conservation while still providing | andowners
a reasonable return on their land. Scenic
Hudson appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the proposed amendnents to the

zoni ng and subdivision | aw "

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you. The next speaker is Larry
Thetford, please.

THETFORD:

Larry Thetford, 228 Spring Lake Road, Red
Hook. A number of years ago when Gene Border
(PHONETI C) whi ch was a nenber of the Board the
Board authorized a citizens or a residents of
Red Hook workshop. This workshop was
conducted at the mddle school. It was open

to all of the citizens of the Town, and
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bel i eve roughly 75 to 100 participated in
this. The goal of the workshop was to
determne fromthe citizens what they
envi si oned as being desirable for the future
of this Town. The workshop was facilitated by
Pace University and records were kept of
results and you should have that as a matter
of your records. Nunber one identified a
desire fromthis comunity group to maintain
the rural character of the Town of Red Hook.
Since the citizens did speak through this
process | feel that these zoning |l aws reflect
what the citizens wanted. There are a nunber
of people behind ne that either have spoken or
may speak who participated in that, so | would
suggest that you | ook up that record, conpare
what those citizens wanted and if these zoning
laws facilitate that desire then it's a good

thing. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Thetford. The next speaker is

Chri st opher Kl ose, please.

BY MR KLCOSE

Thank you for the opportunity. Chris Klose,
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Echo Val |l ey Road, Echo Valley Farm | stood
for the Centers in G eenspaces Plan twi ce
before in public hearings, and | stand again
bef ore you on this Town Board neeting,
suppose, before the vote to stress that our
famly through thick and thin has held onto
our 103 acres of rolling fields and Dutchess
County farm and whi ch has been farm ng since
1745, as near as we can figure. |It's based on
the foundation of the original house. Wody
and Timy built their house fromthe origina
house which was the tractor barn when the
Greigs rented the land fromus in the 40s and
50s and they built their house and Wod's
ashes are spread on our farmas are ny
father's, ny nother's, ny nother-in-law s and
others of us, and | hope not too early on in
the process as well, but | must say that |
stand here for conmunity, and for good faith,
and for denocracy. |'m opposed to the rule of
the few through the loud cry of nay, nay, nay.
We are denpcrats, all of us together, gathered
here in a very small community bound toget her

by space, and time, and hope, as well as fear.
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You can indulge in fear and we have heard fear
this evening. You can join us in hope and
learn fromthe past and go forward towards the
future. M brother and | sat before he died a
few years ago, now many years ago, Seven years
ago. He sat in the back and he | ooked out and
said, you know, Chris, we got it wong. For
so | ong we thought the highest and best use of
the | and was devel opment, was houses, and
that's why the | aw was changed, the farm and
protection put in so we began to change and
thi nk about the future of what this Vill age,
this Town and we represent for the future of
Anerica, and | see the future of Anmerica as
conedy com ng together and reasoning,
reasonabl e, and worki ng hard as you have had
for years now, and | comend you, the famly's
with you, for you and thanks you for your
pati ence and your generosity of spirit when
you' ve been attacked and your foresightedness
in bringing us together in open session to
hear and be heard and to really think about
the future as we want it. As a nmenmber of the

Bi centennial Conmittee | |ook at the past and
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done a lot of research and learning for the
future, and I hope ny dreamfor Red Hook is to
go forward with these rural traditions that
are so strong and so passionate to take that
passion and mold it for the future which we do
not have the privilege of understanding. W
can't see clearly enough, but we know what's
inthe rearview nmirror and we know what's
com ng down the pike, generally. Change, it's
tough, but we can manage it, and | think the
Centers in Greenspaces Plan is the best
possible way to go forward so that we can
survive as red Hook which attracts people, and
will attract people, and be successful. Thank

you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, M. Kl ose. The next speaker is Amy

Dubi n.

BY MS. DUBI N

Hello. M name is Any Dubin. | own about 250
acres next to Geig Farmon Pitcher Lane, and
| want to thank JimGeig for his coments.
I've been trying to make the point, | think,

since the beginning of my involvenent in this
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debate that the inherent equity value of the
farm and i s what has enabl ed the farmng
conmunity in Red Hook to grow, and that |
think that what you've got here is a docunent,
and | speak as soneone, as you know, with a
Master's in Planning, so | kind of do this for
aliving, but I think it's a docunent that is
repl ete with unintended consequences. | think
everything you think you' re achieving you're
going to achieve the opposite. As far as the
AB District, it's patently spot zoning
targeting me and the Geigs. It's very
obvious. It's punitive and it's confiscatory.
It says that you need | arge parcels of
farmand in order to farm but every farner
tells you the opposite. They tell you highest
val ue crops are produced on the small est
plots, so you've got a lot of stuff in here
which just isn't borne out, and it's a kind of
a bate and switch in the AB District. You can
do ancillary activities, but only on seven
percent of the land. You can have a bed and
breakfast, but only 2,000 square feet. Wo

stays in a 2,000 square foot bed and
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breakfast? Wwo is |limted if you have a 35
foot height limt to a seven percent coverage
ratio? It's like you're giving it and you're
taking it away at the sane tine, and |
actually think what you're doing is you're
kind of creating variances waiting to happen
because there's a line in the docunent that
refers to the financial feasibility. There is
no financial feasibility in what you're
proposing. It's financially infeasible. |If
you do a conservation subdivision and you
build, let's say, eight $250, $350, 000 hones
on the devel opabl e portion of the | and and the
remai ni ng portion has to be maintained by the
hormeowner s associ ati on what honmeowners
associ ation created out of homeowners of
$250, 000 hones is going to be able to be
steward for that remainder? It doesn't
pencil, and then you say that there's a
connection between the TND and the AB, but
there isn't. There's no financial connection.
If there were a connection then you woul d have
a fund of noney generated fromthe additiona

devel opnent allowed in the TND used to
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conpensate for the undevel oped portion on the
conservati on easenent, but, no, that noney has
to be put up by the |l andowners, so it doesn't
pencil, and on the TND, | nean, it's so bad.
Basically all you're doing, looking at it as a
devel oper, all you're doing is proposing
anot her conventional subdivision only denser.
You haven't created an eneral d neckl ace, a
parkl and that you're requiring up front. You
haven't created bike paths and trails. It's
all optional. 1It's all voluntary, so what
you're going to get is exactly what you show
on one of the subdivision plans, | don't know,
page 107 or 111, ticky tacky little |lots next
to each other with the streets where all the
servi ces are happening on the sane street.
There's no bi ke path. There's no mandatory
all ey for garbage collection. Al you're
going to have is everybody on the same street
scape. It's a nightmare. |It's a nightrmare
docunent. So what you think you're creating
you're creating the opposite. It's really sad
because you don't realize it. You will make

it financially infeasible for farners to farm
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because there will be no intrinsic value in
their land, and I was at the auction when
Robert Greig bought that land, and | don't
know i f anybody knows this, but there's 32
acres across the street frommy house on
Pitcher Lane. | had been trying to buy that
to protect it because it's flat. You' ve got
Rockefel l er on one side Pitcher on the other.
You coul d build ten houses in six nonths, and
one day a real estate broker drove into ny
driveway and said the |and was for sale.
gave the kids to ny husband, and I foll owed
himto Rhinebeck in ny car, and | gave hima
bi nder within, like, five mnutes of him
driving into my driveway to protect the |and
for God's sake, so sonebody woul dn't devel op
it because there was value, and | was able to
borrow agai nst the value of that land in order
to buy it. | didn't have the extra cash in ny
pocket, but | wanted to protect it. So it's
really sad. You're really creating a tenplate
for absolutely the opposite of what you want.
|'ve been saying it for along tinme, and I'm

happy to hear Jim Geig also saying it, and
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he's really on the ground with this because
this is what he intends to do with the rest of
his life. In nmy case nmy children own the | and
already. | bought it in their trusts with the
intention of owming it, not developing it. So
| really think you' ve got to step back and
think I ong and hard about what you're actually

doi ng and who you're affecting. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, M's. Dubin. The next speaker is
Kristifer Minn, please.

MUNN:

I'mKristifer Munn. | live on North Drive in
Red Hook, and it's been a long eight years and
I onger for this plan to get to this point,
what may be the final public hearing, and I'd
really like to thank everybody, people who are
here now and peopl e who are not here today who
wor ked so hard shepherdi ng this plan through,
all the volunteers and all the consultants as
wel | who've worked incredibly | ong hours and
they were conpensated, but, again, it's a |long
time to work on a project. Most of all

would like to thank all the farmers who canme
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to the table to discuss what their issues were
and to conprom se and to negotiate on behal f
of the farm ng community and the farners who
do support this plan. Yes, there are farners
who do not support the plan as well. The plan

is not a perfect plan. No plan is perfect.

No one has said the plan is perfect. If we
wait for a perfect plan we'll never pass it.
If you wait for a perfect law you'll never

pass anything. Nobody will be satisfied with
anything that is passed conpletely. The plan
protects the rural character of the Town, that
is clear to nme. It does this in a nunber of
ways by reconfiguring where the hones will be
built, but this is not a construction plan
which is what it's being nmade out to be. This
is not a plan for construction. This is a
plan for the future. 25, 50, 75 years from
now where nmay the houses be built, where will
they be allowed to be built, that is what this
plan is about. This is not a construction

plan. The day after this passes whether it's
today or next week or next year bull dozers do

not converge on the south of Red Hook and
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begi n buil di ng hundreds of hones. There's no
market for it to start with and it's just not
what's going to happen. Now, a |ot of people
are concerned about devel oprment in this Town.
| think it's one of the top priorities of nost
of the people in the Town trying to keep the
rural character and reduce the anount of
traffic. This plan reduces the nunber of
protected homes to be built in the Town for
the next 50, 75 years by 60 percent.
Approxi mately 2,200 fewer homes are projected
to be built, that is | ess devel opnment. That
is what the residents of this Town have asked
for and that, if this plan passes, is what
they will get. The community that has been
pl anned down at the south end for sonetine in
the future it's got lots that are cl ose
together and streets that have all the
services on themand it sounds like a rea
horror, but | thought that's what the Village
was and it seens pretty nice to ne. | think
that | could live with the Village slowy
buil ding out into the other areas as the

economny supports it. Again, this is a |long
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termplan not a construction plan, and | urge
you to support it and pass it at your earliest

ability. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you. M. Trezza, please.

BY MR TREZZA:

Good evening. First, | would like to commend
both Harry and Sue for neeting with us, the

| andowners, over the |ast several nonths.

Li stening tonight | feel kind of badly because

we have a young nman who is a third generation

| andowner in Red Hook. 1'monly a second
generation |landowner. | did not realize that
Jimy's grandfather was M. -- (INAUDIBLE) --

and so we're now | ooki ng at another third
generation famly menber. | think in |ooking
at it I'm sonewhat concerned about the | oss of
val ue on the devel opnent rights. | know we've
struggled with this for a long time, and |I'm
still having anbival ent feelings about this
law, but | would like to address just a couple
of things that, the first is the conservation
subdivision. If you |look at the conservation

subdi vi sion on page 60 there are 11 itemns that
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are to be taken into consideration. Wen you
go into the AB District they allow the
conservation subdivision and they apply the
conservati on subdivi sion regul ati ons, but
they' ve added another eight criteria. Now,
there are 19 criteria that the Planning Board
has under the conservation subdivision. Now,
I"'mnot saying it's wong, but the Planning
Board in the past has acted as the Town Board
and they're not supposed to. They're not
authorized to wite |egislation, but what
they' ve done by virtue of this authorization
that you've given them under the conservation
subdi vi si on has been to reduce the nunber of
available I ots to people that have conme before
themand that's wong and this is why | agree
with M. Biezynski. There has to be a
statenment in the Zoning Law that says that the
application of the conservation subdivision
regul ati ons shall not dimnish the nunber of
permtted lots an applicant is entitled to
under the density requirenments of the AB
District. It just needs to be done because

what we've sat here for four nonths fighting
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and struggling and comng to a consensus on
can be overridden by your Planning Board by
virtue of the very wi de authorization and
powers that you have entrusted to them and
M chel e knows this. They've done it in the
past. The lady that's about to speak behind
me is one of the persons that it was done to,
and |'msure she can address it, so | really
agree with themon that. | think that R chard
is absolutely correct. You cannot use the
conservation subdivision regulations to
di m ni sh the nunber of lots a person is
entitled to. Under the 40 acre option R chard
brought up the fact that the di m ni shment of
the available I ots upon which to build the
remai ni ng houses and | thought the whole idea
of this was to get away fromlittle tiny lots
that we discussed. W wanted to have a
broader range of lots so we got rid of the
hal f acre requirement in the origina
conservation subdivision that's part of this
elimnation of that requirement is part of
your anmendnents and yet now if you | ook at it

you wind up with 20 percent of 60 acres which
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is only 12 acres upon which to put eight
addi ti onal homes whereas prior to that -- so
what |'msaying to you is that really | can
under stand maybe if you -- the whol e purpose
was that we could have two 40 acre lots and 20
acres upon which to build the rest of the
houses. So | think that needs to be addressed
also. | think you need to change that and go
back to what we agreed to because that's what
we all thrashed out, and | very much woul d
like to say, thank you, to JimGeig for
conm ng here because you're all tired of
listening to ne, you're tired of listening to
M's. Zengen, you're tired of listening to
Linda, you're tired of listening to Jim
Stagus, you're tired of listening to
Bi ezynski, you're tired of listening to Norman
Greig, and | can understand getting tired of
listening to us, but it's rather refreshing
and, | think, and very telling that this young
man cane, and | thank you, Jim for comng,
and you heard someone whom you are inpacting,
a third generation | andowner in Red Hook, and

you're hurting himwith this | aw and naybe you
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ought to give sone credence to what he said.

That's all | have to say. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR

BY MS.

Mar y

Thank you, M. Trezza. The next speaker is

Tril by Sieverding, please.

S| EVERDI NG
H. 1'mTrilby Sieverding. People |ike
| ooki ng at open space and so do I, but it's

the met hods of preserving open space that |
take issue with. Taking land rights and | and
val ue away from good peopl e w thout just
conpensation is wong. Many of the |arger

| andowners who spoke tonight |ike the Geigs
are about to be punished for having kept their
land for this long, and | have to ask you is
that fair. Al but one or two of the people
who spoke in favor of the proposed zoning
changes are small | andowners who live in a
devel opnent or live in the Village along the
boarder of the |and conservancy, they're not
sacrificing anything here, only gaining. They
get to | ook at sonebody el se's | and and enj oy
the viewand it's the |land that these people

and their famlies have sacrificed for
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sonetines for generations. At the last public
hearing on this topic | listened to a | ot of
af fected | andowners and they asked for two
things. They asked for a referendumto all ow
the people to vote on this, and they asked for
inclusion in the Ag Business District to be
strictly voluntary. Now, | know there's been
a lot of conpronises nmade since that public
hearing, but both of those overwhel m ng
desires were denied. | have to agreed with
M. Fredericks that there has to be a better
way to preserve open space, and | thank you

for listening.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, Ms. Sieverding. Are there any
addi ti onal persons who would like to speak?
Yes, M. Geig.

GRElI G

Good evening. Norman Greig, 223 Pitcher Lane.
| have a couple of issues. There is

conpl acency in Red Hook thinking that the

i ssues, the biggest issues that are only

af fected by the new Zoning Code are | arge

| andowners and agricul tural |andhol di ngs, but
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when you | ook at the, and I'monly interested
-- I'mnot interested in ever building houses,
but | amvery interested in the value of the
devel opnent rights attended to it, and the
person that pays the highest price in this new
proposed Zoning Code is the person with 19
acres, and there are many 19 acre parcels in
Red Hook, because that person goes froma
potential of six units to one and that's a
heavy hit, that's a heavy hit. There's been a
ot of reference to the surveys that were done
in Red Hook and what kind of rural character
we want, and | responded to that survey.
agree entirely that we want the rura
character, but how we get there is very
important. No one has any npney these days,
no one has any noney, and | don't care whether
you live in the Village or whether you live on
a farm but no one has any noney, but when you
bal ance your open space plan on the backs of
the farmers that's sonething that, | guess, is
nore akin to em nent domai n proceedi ngs rather
than a zoni ng change. Now, you're cutting the

build out roughly in half in round nunbers and
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the person with the 19 acre lot is taking 83
percent cut, and when we tal ked about the
rural character and what people in Red Hook
want ed going forward |I didn't hear anyone in
that discussion say let's build a second
village. | didn't hear anyone say let's build
a second village, and | woul d suggest that
this code has sold out all those people that
said hey, we want rural character, we want
| ess congestion. |If you drive fromAl bany to
Fishkill on Route 9, which is the truck route
until you get down to 84, if you drive from
Al bany to Fishkill the town with the nopst
congestion is Red Hook. You can wait three
times for the light to change and you want to
add 300 units south of there you'll add
another traffic light. 1It's lunacy, and to do
all that on the backs of the farners, that's
em nent domain. | think we should have a
referendum That would be a good start and
see where the Town actually winds up on all

this. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you.
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POLI DORO:
Madam Supervi sor, would you like me to address

the referendumissue quickly?

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY M5

If we could. W' ve had that issue raised
twi ce and now woul d be a good tine to have our
Town attorney address the issue of referendum
because there is a problemw th that and
think it has to do with legal matters.

POLI DORO:
We did prepare a neno responding to the

ref erendum i ssue whi ch you read al oud at one
of the last public hearings. The short answer
is that referenduns are not authorized for

zoning laws in New York State

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MS.

Did everyone hear that? Referenduns are not
aut horized for zoning laws in New York State,
and that's where the problemlays. It's
sinmply a legal matter.

POLI DORG
We can find a copy of our neno and send it

back to the Board.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Mar y
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So we were about to hear other speakers.
GREI G

May | ask a question, please?

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MR

BY MS.

BY MR

BY MS.

Yes. Go ahead.

GREl G
So it's denocratic to have a Board of just a
few people vote on the futures for everybody
in this Town, but it's not denpcratic to have
the nmenmbers of the Town vote on it, is that
what | just heard?

POLI DORG

| did not say that. Wat | said was the State
| egi sl ature has not authorized referenduns for
zoni ng | aws.

GREl G

Has not authorized or has forbidden, there's a
di ff erence.

POLI DORG

It's not pernmitted, that's the answer.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

BY MR

Mar y

The next speaker is Tom Mansfield, please.
MANSFI ELD:

Tom Mansfield, 55 A d Post Road North in Upper
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Red Hook. | noved to Red Hook in 1994 and one
of the first things | did upon nmoving here was
finding out about Geig Farm | think one of
the first things | probably ever did was take
ny son, Caleb, strawberry picking there, and
consider Norman a friend to this day, and the
problemw th zoning is invariably it pisses
peopl e of f because it's a taking and cones
under the police power of the states for that
reason. |f you go back, I'ma |awer, and you
read zoning issues and stuff going back really
to the beginning of zoning laws in the 1800s
i nvariably they're probably the nost
controversial |aws ever passed. They're
al ways done at the local |evel largely because
beyond the | ocal |evel they'd probably never
get done because they're so controversial.
Arguably there's winners and | osers every tine
any kind of zoning law is passed, and then
i nvariably afterwards people sonetinmes scratch
their head and say down the road it worked out
differently, better, worse, what not, but a
ot of times things don't change any tine soon

or for along time. There's places around
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here, Pine Plains has virtually no zoning, and
Pine Plains is a nice town. Soneone could go
in there tomorrow -- and | know there are
pl ans, but they were put on hold because of
the economny -- they could build literally
t housands of units around that town. It
woul dn't be remptely what anyone thinks of
Pine Plains. Red Hook, the one thing | think
across the aisle that nost of the people seem
to agree upon is that for whatever reason we
i ke open space whether it's for farm to | ook
at, to hunt, to fish, who knows why. It seens
to be one of the few things everyone agrees
on. The other thing is it seens nost people
agree on is their Village, for better or
wor se, has not grown or devel oped the way it
shoul d have. Wen | noved here in '94 it
didn't ook a whole lot different than it does
now, probably about the sane percentage of
vacancies. It was right after |BM downsi zed,
and, if anything, probably nore vacancies then
as you do now. The one part of Town that
seens to be kicking and doing okay is what's

al ready south Red Hook, | guess you call it,
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and then you have whatever you want to call it
i n between where Rhi nebeck Savi ngs, Chocol ate
Factory, and a few other things, and right now
it's strange to say that we have a Village in
one place. W have sonewhat of a, whatever
you want to call it, fromthe north end of
Town down, | guess, to Hannaford, and the rea
change t hat happened around here is when
Hannaford went in is that it basically drew a
ot of traffic, a lot of attention, a |lot of
people. Again, whether it was good or bad,
who knows, but those kinds of things happen
with zoning and people afterwards say maybe it
shoul dn't happen and we have to live with it.
There's an ol d expression, perfect is the
eneny of the good when it cones to laws. You
never get a perfect law. 1've worked in
Al bany. |'ve worked in Poughkeepsie. |'ve
worked for the City of New York. No lawis
perfect, and if there are issues like a |ot
that were brought up tonight -- (1NAUDI BLE) --
it is your anmended laws and it is rather
straight forward through the Planni ng Board

and then through this Board to amend | aws, but
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what you're doing now is you're amending the
underlying zoning, and if in a year or two
sonmeone cones up and -- you know -- if Norman
cones up and says maybe we want to build a
house here rather than there -- you know --
those kinds of things can and shoul d be
changed. Since |'ve been here several farns
are no |onger here, they' ve been devel oped,
Fral eigh Farm Echo Vall ey Road, Norton Road.
Just north once you go into Colunbia County if
you notice especially on the west side just as
the sane |l and as the Greigs, the same
everyt hing has been devel oped quite slip shod
all over the place. I'mnot really too clear
on what zoning C arenont has up there, but |
don't think it's nmuch of anything, and the
point is that it would be great if we could
just freeze the farns the way they are now and
just do a handshake deal with everyone in the
room all the farmers, and say this is the way
it's going to be, but we don't know what it's
going to be like in 10 or 15, 20 years when
their children inherit it or what not, and ny

view having lived here a relatively short
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time, but long enough, is that a really
collective will to try to do what we can to
save the farns the way they are and | think
there's been a | ot of conprom ses. Wen
first started working on this the zoning was
going to be 18 to 20 acre mnimumon the
farnms, and ny understanding is nowit's been
reduced to ten acre. There's various other
conprom ses and |I'mnot a planner, but Roger
Ackl ey, the former County Pl anni ng
Conmi ssi oner, Kealy Sal onon, who's the current
County Pl anni ng Commi ssioner, there's a
letter, | think, Sue, you read it before, but
| think it's worth readi ng because they are

pr of essi onal pl anners.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

W did read it.

BY MR MANSFI ELD:

But they say, "W feel strongly the proposed
zoni ng amendments will protect an

extraordi nary worki ng | andscape, expand the
options of the Town's farners, and support the
vitality of the Village and its surrounding

resi dential and conmercial nei ghborhoods. W
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congratulate the Town in its dedication and
urge the Board to support these anendments and
the Centers and Greenspaces Plan." In
closing, | would just like to thank the five
of you because | know that it is really
t hankl ess work at tinmes and how denocratic
this process has been and how open, | think,
is really a testament to you and your
predecessor's ability to really bring people
somewhat together. |It's going to be
controversial, but | think we're a ot nore
toget her now than we were four, five, six
years ago, so | would like to thank you with

t hat .

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Mansfield. Robert Mycan,

pl ease.

BY MR MYCAN

H . Thank you for the opportunity to speak
this evening. | just wanted to speak to sort
of a particular aspect of sone of the coments
that we've heard tonight, but first I would
like to start out by about thanking the

farming famlies of Red Hook. Some of those
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fam lies go back al nbst 300 years and we tal k
about the Fraleigh famly, and we tal k about
the Greig famly. | see ny forner Brooklyn
nei ghbor, Robert Greig. | knew Robert Geig
in Brooklyn before I knew there was a Town
call ed Red Hook, and |I'm pl eased to see him
here tonight. W wouldn't be having this
conversations about zoning related to
agricultural lands if it weren't for the
original farm and protectors and that's
farners. They've kept it open and avail abl e,
and | can assure you in ny small 11 or 12
years of trying to do that it's not an easy
task, so | think that kudos first go out to
them | also want to thank people of this
conmuni ty because they've supported other very
effective initiatives to protect farni and,
and, in fact, | think in nany respects nore
effective initiative and that's the PDR
Program citizens whether they were farners or
residents in the Village have supported that,
and | think that that will help achieve sort
of a shared comobn goal. The Comunity

Preservati on Fund was one of those perhaps
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nore controversial issues, but that revenue
streamis now coming in despite the rea
estate recession and will hel p suppl enent
those | andowners who want to, on a voluntary
nature, join those programs, and | think that
we have to, of course, thank the farnmers who
have taken that extraordinary step and put
their Iand under easenent. | just wanted to
address the issue of devel opnent rights, and
val ue, and whether or not this zoning changes
the value. | will share with you ny persona
opi nion. | would not support a plan that
woul d deval ue properties that have been, in
many i nstances, been kept open for decades if
not centuries. | don't have the answer to

that question. | don't pretend to know

75

whet her the zoning will dimnish value as sone

fol ks have suggested. | do, however, refer t
what the professionals say and we' ve had an

i nstance recently where several properties in
the one area of the Town were val ued by
licensed real estate appraisers. They were
asked to l ook at the value with the proposed

zoning to see if it would, in fact,
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significantly di mnish the value, and they
| ooked across a w de spectrum of property
uni que in character and they determ ned that
no, in fact, there would be no dininution of
value. | always get stuck on that word. It
shoul d be nmuch easier for me. So, now, is
their opinion anynore val ued than Robert
Geig's or JimGeig's, absolutely not, but
there is one difference and that is that
there's a very select few individuals who will
be hired to determ ne those values and it wll
be their values not mne, not others, who wll
be used to devel op, purchase and devel op the
land' s valuations. So | guess | woul d suggest
that what ever cones down the pi ke whether or
not funds and this plan will create yet
anot her revenue stream which could be hel pfu
for folks when and if they decide they want to
sell their devel opment rights, but if we
should find out that funds dry up then | think
we have to be ready to address that very valid
concern that clearly a group of individuals
have, and | think we need to be that flexible

because we cannot do it on the backs of those
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| andowners who have kept it open for all of us

for so long. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR

BY MR

Mar y

| have one letter here from someone who didn't
think he was going to be with us. M.
Seynour, do you want to read this letter
your sel f?

SEYMOUR

Sure. Sorry | was unable to attend the
neeting earlier, but it was eighth grade
graduation towards high school, so that took
nmy priority tonight. First, | strongly fee
that creating a Village center south of the
Village will slowly but surely worsen the

exi sting vacancies in the Village because

busi nesses, especially new ones, would tend to
nove south in order to have the additiona
parki ng that woul d be avail abl e due to current
zoning laws. To further back that up, if you
| ook at -- everybody says they don't want a
Hyde Park. Well, if you |l ook at where Hyde
Park's original business center was it's not
where it is now. It's been further south

alnost to the far light where there's a
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Jamesway and then that folded up. Now it's
back to the center of that whole strip, so it
can happen to Red Hook. There's just so nany
busi nesses that this area can support. It's a
bedroom community. You're not going to have
manufacturing. You're not going to have a | ot
of industry. You're not going to have nore
banks. What have we got, six banks. What
banker in their right mnd wuld come to Red
Hook, and offices, they're consolidating
nmedi cal offices down to Rhinebeck in the old
Grand Union as we speak and a | ot of those
offices that are in Red Hook are going to have
to nove into there because they' re part of the
new group, medical group in the Hudson Vall ey.
Secondl y, the proposed hi gher density housing
as proposed, and this may have been changed,
i ncl udes the Cooki ngham property which is over
a half nmle closer to the Village |ight than
is the area south of Rokeby Road. |In addition
to that the area behind Hannaford that shows
on the map as having high density |ots,
obvi ously, whoever put that designation there

never | ooked at the property because it drops
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like a rock and it goes up and it's very wavy
and it's all rock and trees. It doesn't lend
itself to affordabl e housing, and | can say
that because |'ve devel oped nore affordable
housing in this Town than anybody el se put
together in the last 30 years. As far as the
farm acreage proposal, we the Town taxpayers
have al ready protected hundreds of acres with
the nmonies fromthe bond i ssue coupled with
ot her agenci es such as Scenic Hudson. In
addition, the Community Preservation Fund has
a substantial balance of approximtely half a
mllion dollars that could be used to buy the
devel opnent rights of additional |ands coupl ed
with other agencies. The other itens
pertaining to additional uses all owable on
farm properties could easily, and should be,
added to the current zoning laws. Thirdly,
and | ast, when | worked on the Master Plan
changes 20 or sonething years ago the whol e
conmunity was represented by the farnmers,
devel opers, and the rest of the comunity, and
| feel the way this Agricultural Business

District is proposed its special interest has
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not taken into account the needs of the whole

conmunity. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR

Thank you, M. Seynmour. The next speaker is

John Schnitz, please

BY MR SCHM TZ:

Thank you. John Schmitz. First of all

wanted to say | have an enornmous anount of
respect for the Geigs and | don't mean any

di srespect, and | understand you' ve gone
through a lot of trouble to speak here, and
think the issues they' ve raised certainly are
ones which you have to take into

consi deration, but |'ve been to a nunber of
these hearings and it seens |like we've heard a
ot fromthe |arger |andowners or people who
actual ly consider themnmselves to be | andowners.
We haven't heard nuch fromthe little people
in Red Hook, and | happen to have a petition
here that's been signed by 158 of those
people, and | would like to speak for them
We, the people of Red Hook ask all menbers of
the Red Hook Town Board to vote, yes, for the

Local Law Number 2 or | guess it's now Number
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C or Nunber D, also known as Centers in
Greenspaces in recognition of the fact that a
large majority of Red Hook residents and
t axpayers support the ideas behind this | aw as
critical not only to protect the rura
character of Red Hook which the rura
character is understood to directly inpact
property val ues and taxes and that's one of
the things that keeps getting lost in
di scussion is that they're just a bunch of
tree huggers that are trying to voice this |aw
upon unsuspecting | andowners. Not only
property val ues and taxes, cost and quality of
living and cost and quality of the schools for
our children. That's another thing that a | ot
of people, | think, naybe forget that don't
have children in the schools here is that
that's one of the reasons why peopl e cone
here. The bottomline is a no vote on Centers
in Greenspaces neans nore spraw , higher taxes
and | ower property values. Nunber two, the
only substantial opposition to this lawis
limted to several individuals whose own

interests are in direct conflict with those of
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the mpjority and therefore inpinge on the
rights of and ultimately will be the direct
and indirect cause of undo hardship for the
majority, specifically, increase taxes and
cost of living in schools and decreased
quality of living in schools. Additionally,
within the aw and it's amendnents those same
mnority interests have been given extensive
acconmmpdati on beyond their existing rights and
privileges as |land or business owners, a
provi sion to purchase their devel opnent rights
at a reasonable rate | eaving no reasonable
reason to object. Nunmber three, passage of
this law represents a critical opportunity to
hel p Red Hook's struggling economy and t hereby
help all residents, especially those
struggling with increased costs of |iving and
declining work opportunities. This |aw
represents a rare opportunity to provide a
boost to both business and private interests.
The positive opinion on this law is not
l[imted to rank and file residents. It is
strongly supported by sone of the nost

i mportant expert |and use organi zations as
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wel |l as Red Hook's own |ocal |and use experts.
Support for this |aw crosses all political,
class and econonic |ines and categories and
can by no neans be considered political in
nature. A vote against this |law or an
abstention can only be seen as a vote agai nst
the people of Red Hook in favor of severa
speci fic individuals whose position lays in
direct conflict with the majority of the
conmunity. In short, we ask the Town Board to
do as each and all have promised, that is to
put the community first. Vote, yes, for
Centers in Greenspaces. Thank you. | will

| eave this copy with you

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Have we heard from everyone that's had an
opportunity to speak once? 1s there anyone
who wi shes to speak a second tinme? The first
hand | saw was M. Trezza, so we'll just go

with M. Trezza.

BY MR TREZZA:

| would just like to point out that the reason
you hear fromthe mnority of the people is

because the minority of people are the people
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whose ox is being gored. Do you live on a
| arge parcel of land, sir?

BY MR SCHM TZ:
No, | don't.

BY MR TREZZA:
There is your answer. Now, please, listen to
me. The reason you're hearing fromthese
peopl e i s because they are bei ng nost
affected. People who live in Linden Acres,
Col I ege Park, and every other subdivision,
Grandnour and all the rest of them have
nothing to lose by this law. That's why
you're not hearing fromthem \What concerns
me nmost though is the small | andowners. W' ve
been here negotiating with you because we have
an interest, and anybody that believes that a
person's self-interest isn't inportant, of
course it is, that's why we're here, it's our
own self-interest. But what | don't
understand i s where the people are who have
30, 40 acres. Now, M. Mycan says he's not in
favor of a law that will reduce property
val ues. Believe ne, when you have a 30 acre

parcel that's entitled to ten |ots now under
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the current zoning and you wind up with two
additional |ots besides your hone that's on
there now their property values will be
sufficiently and extensively dimnished. So
that's not true what he said. It wll
di m ni sh the val ue of these properties over
time, and M. Geig, Bob Geig, brought up a
very inportant point, as did his son, Jim
VWhen you put these lots on small lots it's
obvi ously going to diminish the value of the
property. Now, we've conprom sed, and we've
cone to an understanding with you, but these
peopl e have a different opinion and they have
aright to that opinion. | can go out and get

probably 1,000 signhatures that say it's

wonderful to support open space. It's at
Trezza's expense, what the hell. [It's at
Bi ezynski's expense, so what. |It's not

costing me a dine. That's why we're here.
Now, in reference to the other issues that
have been brought up I think you really need
to take a l ook at how you're going to affect
the smaller | andowners. The |arge | andowners

have been in here and been negotiating with
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you and we've all seened to cone to a
conclusion that we're willing to except this.
| mean, you are di m nishing our potential
buil d out by over 70 percent. You've gone
fromthree acres to ten. Now that's three and
a third, 3.33 tines what we have now, so
that's about 70 percent or better. W're
willing to accept that, but, please, don't
stand here and say that we're a minority that
is here objecting to the will of the mpjority.
When the mpjority coughs up the noney that
these peopl e have spent to maintain these
properties, ny famly for 66 years, the Geigs
for longer, M. Biezynski for 30, Jimmy Stagus
for however |ong he's been here, please,
find it very insulting as to this gentlenan's
comment, and | take unbrage to him and I'm
not going to sit back and have himsay that
wi t hout coming up here and defendi ng our right
to be heard. 1It's our ox that's being gored,
not his. He gets to sit on his lot in
Barrytown and drive around Town and say, oh,
| ook at that beautiful view of the Catskills

as | drive over West Kerleys Corners over the
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top of Trezza's hill. |It's been there. |'ve
preserved it for over 40 sonething years out
of my pocket. Started with the three
nort gages on the property when I was a Kkid.
did ny share, and | intend to continue it.
I'"mgoing to actually sell ny devel opnent
rights. | don't want any houses there and
spoke to ny kids, they don't want any houses
there, but don't say that other people don't
have a right to conme in here and object to
what you're doing, that, | will not take from
anyone on that basis when they' re own interest

is not at stake. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

kay. We're going to have M. Biezynski,

beli eve, was the next hand | saw.

BY MR Bl EZYNSKI :

| think Al covered that quite well, but | do
want to clarify, it's really not ten acres
subdivision that we're getting. It is
actually 40 acre subdivision. Because the
reality is nmost farmers aren't going to go for
the cluster housing, that's where the ten

acres i s cal cul at ed. It's not ten acre
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subdivision. W're going for 40 acre
subdi vi sion. W fought to get one house on 40
acres. Let ne tell you, we fought for that.

Renenber that.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

M ss Zengen.

BY M5. ZENGEN

I"'mwith M. Trezza. | take exception by the
coments. Not that | wouldn't defend their
right to say it because |I'm a denocrat, and
believe that that's the denbcratic process,
but for M. Schmtz and M. Klose to get up
here and tal k about the fact we're tal king
fromfear rather than from hope, we're talking
fromhope, M. Klose, and nenbers of this
Board. As for M. Schmtz' comments about he
cane to this area because of the schoo

di strict and because of the open space, well,
how many generations of Geigs, how nany
generations of Shaws kept this property here
way before it was fashionable to think about
open space. You, Madam Supervisor, were
tal ki ng about rural conservation years and

years ago. This is not a new concept, and we
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have practiced this concept to nake it
desirable for M. Schnitz to cone to our area
and live, and for himto say now that we're
the minority he's very mstaken. As for his
300 petition signatures, I'll bring 2,000 back
if that will nake you see that the people in
this area do not want this proposed zoning,
that's nunber one. Nunmber two, as far as
consul tants are concerned, | have the greatest
respect for Roger Ackley, but we have
consultants al so. W have Al Nornman from
Dartmouth who tells us that if you extend a
Village anynore than a mile fromthe vill age
you destroy the village, so we're going to
have Hyde Park, we're going to have Pl easant
Valley. We don't need that, and | |ike open
space, but | don't |ike people comng into
this area thinking that they know what's right
for this area when it's the Greigs, the Shaws,
the Barnals (PHONETIC), that have spent years
and years of their life and their tax noney to
make t hese school districts what they are and

to nake open space what it is. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
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M. Seynour, |I'mgoing to take M. Geig and
then you, and in five mnutes we're going to
cl ose and see where we are. Yes, M. Jim

Greig, please.

BY MR GREIG

Madam Supervisor, | just want to say to
everybody on both sides of this issue thanks
for extending all the tine you did to ne and

for the warm wel cone back to Red Hook.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

M. Seynour.

BY MR SEYMOUR

| would just like to address the petition with
158 signatures. W keep tal king about the
majority here. Wat about the najority of the
| andowners that are directly affected by this
proposed AB district, that's the majority we
shoul d be tal king about. Not the majority of
the Town's people with any other interests
because those are the people that are directly
affected and it's their rights that are
directly affected, and it's still a denocracy
and those are the people that shoul d have the

majority vote. Thank you.

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

91

Public Hearing M nutes

BY MR KLOSE
| would just like to put in a last word. W
pai d our taxes since 1943. W've had severa
mort gages on the property. How many nortgages
have you had?

BY M5. ZENGEN
That's none of your business.

BY MR KLCSE
It's none of our business either.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
We are not going to debate tonight.

BY MR KLOSE
| understand that. | just want to be on the
record that this has gotten a little too
personal , Madam Chai rnman, and you directed us
not to be personal

THE SUPERVI SOR:
One last and that's it. Kristifer Minn

BY MR. MJUNN
Once, again, | just want to cone back around
to the fact that this is a long term pl an.
This is not a construction plan. Wen people
tal k about hundreds of honmes and novi ng

villages and things like that there's not a
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whol e bunch of nmoving vans sitting outside in
case there's a yes vote that's going to rush
down and start construction at the end of the
Vil |l age down near Hannaford's or anything
thing like that. This is a 60 percent cut in
the nunmber of honmes that will be built in the
Town and a rearrangenment of where they'll be
built so that the farnl and and the open space
can be better preserved. This is a long term
plan 50, 75 years out that | think, in ny
opinion, will benefit the Town and the
residents of this Town and ny children and ny

children's children. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you. Okay. Does the Town Board wish to
cl ose the public hearing or do you want to
| eave the public hearing open for another

ni ght ?

BY MR O NEI LL:

| don't.

BY MR COLGAN:

| vote to close it.

BY M5. STRAW NSKI :

| vote to close it. | think we're hearing a
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| ot of the sane things.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
I's that a notion?

BY M5. STRAW NSKI :

I move that we close the public hearing.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
I's there a second?
BY MR O NEI LL
Second.
BY MR ROSS:
| have a comment on that, Sue.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
Yes.

BY MR ROSS:

Are you going to close it with a week or two

for witten comment ?

THE SUPERVI SOR:

I think we do need the witten conment.

sure there will be witten coments.

BY MR RGCSS:

Let's make it part of the notion then.

BY MR COLGAN:

Is that a normal part or is that just an

option?
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BY Ms. POLI DCRO
It's an option. It's not required, but it's
an option.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
But if we close it we can still receive public
conmment .
BY Ms. PCLI DORO
You can set a date
THE SUPERVI SOR:
To a period in July.
BY MR COLGAN:
Bef ore our next neeting, whenever that is.
BY Ms. POLI DORO
But you should have a date in mind when you
make the notion.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
So the notion then is to close the public
hearing and accept witten comrents until, let
us say, until July 8th which is the Friday
bef ore the next Town Board neeting on the
12t h.
BY MR CCOLGAN
kay.

BY M5. STRAW NSKI :
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Thank you.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
The notion as amended. Second?
BY MR- O NEI LL
Second.
THE SUPERVI SOR:
Al in favor?
THE BQARD:

Aye.
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STATE OF NEW YORK )
) ss:
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS )

I, DONNA M WELLS, a stenotype reporter and
Notary Public within and for the State of New York,
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of the mnutes recorded by ne and
reduced to typewiting under ny supervision to the

best of nmy know edge and ability.

DONNA M VELLS
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